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News Release
Embargoed until 2 December 2009, 12.00pm 
Carbon Report from the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 urges Olympic Board and Government to take responsibility for carbon footprint 
London 2012’s work to measure the carbon footprint of the Games has been commendable but more work needed to mitigate the remaining emissions

2 December, London, UK: The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012, the independent body established to assure and monitor the sustainability of the London 2012 Games, has today published its Carbon Report on the approach taken to address the greenhouse gas emissions caused by the London 2012 programme.        

The report calls for London 2012 to continue the work to measure its carbon footprint; to take responsibility for ensuring that emissions are reduced as far as possible, and to develop a strong and, where possible, quantifiable programme to mitigate remaining emissions. 
Shaun McCarthy, Chair of the Commission, said: “We first recommended that London 2012 measure its carbon footprint in 2006; now three years later we’re seeing the fruits of that recommendation. Everyone expected the biggest CO2 contributor to be air travel, but in fact it’s the construction process”
“The job for London 2012 and Government now is to carry on avoiding and reducing emissions – ideas like the low-carbon torch flame are great examples of what can be done. The Commission also commends the work of the ODA in relation to sustainability in terms of achievements they have made in waste, reuse and transport.  London 2012 has to take responsibility for the inevitable remaining footprint.” 

Responsibility for the footprint, in the view of the Commission, lies with the Olympic Board. The Board should ensure that the each of the delivery bodies continues to reduce and avoid emissions in their areas of control. The Board should also allocate responsibility for mitigating the footprint to the body best placed to do so; in many cases much of the responsibility will need to lie with Government. 
To mitigate the rest of the residual footprint the Commission has put forward a range of proposals, but believes that the biggest opportunity comes from using the legacy of knowledge from the Games to ensure carbon savings in future projects.
Shaun McCarthy said: “Britain and London 2012 could be world leaders in the field of embodied carbon. We’re strongly recommending the development of a British Standard for best practice relating to embodied carbon, which should be completed by 2012. This standard would be a real legacy from the Games, and would lead to millions of tonnes of carbon being saved in the future. Government must take this learning on board and ensure that it is taken into account for all major construction projects.”
The initial reference carbon footprint for the Games, based on data from the bid, was estimated at 3.4 million tonnes of CO2e* but the actual residual ‘owned’ footprint will be considerably lower once the impact of emissions-avoiding measures, such as the low carbon concrete specification; and also the impact of cost saving measures, such as the reduction in the number of temporary venues, are taken into account. The aim is to reduce the residual footprint to 1.9 million tonnes. The Commission welcomes the ODA’s decision to further measure the ‘as built’ emissions for several of the major Games venues to provide a more accurate picture of real vs. estimated embodied emissions.

~ends~

About the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012: The aim of the commission is to provide independent assurance and commentary in order to enable the sustainability objectives of the London 2012 programme to be achieved and to support a sustainable legacy. 

 

The key goals of the commission are:

        

· To provide the Olympic Board and other stakeholders with commentary, supported by objective evidence, to demonstrate whether Key Stakeholders (currently including the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Greater London Authority (GLA Group), the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the British Olympic Association (BOA) have: 

· Robust plans and processes are in place to deliver SD objectives

· Objective evidence that SD Objectives are being achieved

· SD plans and performance to support a sustainable legacy

· To provide a credible point of reference for all stakeholders, with respect to SD assurance issues

 

The commission reports to the Olympic Board and is funded by DCMS, the GLA Group, LOCOG and the ODA.

 

For more information please visit www.cslondon.org.  
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Notes to editors:

· *CO2e = Carbon dioxide equivalent, taking account of CO2 and other greenhouse gases. 




