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News Release

Embargoed until Thursday, 17 June 2010, 6am 
Commission welcomes transport sustainability work so far but travel demand management will be key at Games time 

· Commission’s Transport Snapshot Review praises planning to date from the London 2012 Transport Teams 
· Travel demand management during Games-time will be crucial to avoid impacts on air quality and congestion
The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012, the independent body established to monitor and assure the sustainability of the London 2012 programme, has today published its snapshot review of sustainability and transport for the Games. 

The Commission welcomes the work of the London 2012 Transport teams. The focus on inclusive public transport for spectators, on minimising carbon emissions from the Olympic fleet and on active travel for all, is impressive. Travel demand management at Games-time must be closely managed to minimise negative impacts, including on air quality.  

The snapshot review provides an overview of the sustainability of the London 2012 transport plans. For the London 2012 transport teams, much of the detailed planning and delivery is still ongoing or lies ahead. For this reason, the Commission has provided an overview report and will continue to monitor progress closely. 

Shaun McCarthy, Chair of the Commission, said “in 2009, we were particularly impressed with BMW’s commitment to a fleet average of 120gm CO2/km for the Olympic fleet. This is ahead of EU targets and way ahead of current emissions standards”.
The Commission has also welcomed the London 2012’s focus on holding a ‘public transport games’, accessible to all. While public transport will be free for ticketholders in London, the Commission strongly considers that public transport from elsewhere to the Games must be affordable and encourages London 2012 work with others to ensure this happens.

The plans to encourage spectators to walk or cycle all or part of the way to the 2012 venues are being linked in to wider programmes to increase the number of people walking and cycling. However both the Accessible travel and Active travel programmes will require resources to continue to be committed to work effectively in 2012.
During Games-time, travel demand in and around London will need to be carefully managed to minimise any negative effects on air quality. Whilst the Olympic Park will be a low emissions zone, the effect of idling traffic around the city will need to be closely monitored and action taken to minimise impacts on air quality. 

The Commission will continue to monitor the London 2012 transport teams sustainability plans and will report any concerns publicly on its website and via its reporting. 
Notes for editors
Transport for the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games will be delivered through a partnership between LOCOG’s Transport team, the ODA’s Transport team and a number of transport authorities and operators such as TfL, Network Rail and others. Under the Host City Contract, LOCOG Transport is ultimately accountable to the IOC for the Transport services delivered to all client groups. LOCOG Transport is responsible for planning and delivering Transport services for Games Family clients. The ODA’s Transport team is responsible for:
· planning and delivering spectator transport for the Games
· planning and delivering the Olympic Route Network (ORN) and Paralympic Route Network (PRN) to ensure that the Games Family services delivered by LOCOG achieve the journey times required by its Games Family clients

· coordinating transport operations during the Games through the Transport Coordination Centre (TCC) to keep London and the rest of the UK moving
· effectively managing demand on transport networks during the Games; and
· delivering transport infrastructure for the Games.
About the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012: 

The aim of the Commission is to provide independent assurance and commentary in order to enable the sustainability objectives of the London 2012 programme to be achieved and to support a sustainable legacy. 

The key goals of the Commission are:

· To provide the Olympic Board and other stakeholders with commentary, supported by objective evidence, to demonstrate whether Key Stakeholders (currently including the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Greater London Authority (GLA Group), the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the British Olympic Association (BOA) have: 

· Robust plans and processes are in place to deliver SD objectives

· Objective evidence that SD objectives are being achieved

· SD plans and performance to support a sustainable legacy

· To provide a credible point of reference for all stakeholders, with respect to SD assurance issues

The Commission reports to the Olympic Board and is funded by DCMS, the GLA Group, LOCOG and the ODA.
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