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News Release

Embargoed until 30 November 2010, 6am 
Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 praises Olympic biodiversity but warns that legacy plans need attention 
The Olympic Park could be an exemplar of a how to develop a new natural habitat within an urban setting – if legacy is assured 
30 November, London, UK: The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012, the independent body established to assure and monitor the sustainability of the London 2012 Games, has today published a review of the approach to biodiversity across the Olympic programme. 
The review, titled Sustainable? Naturally... looks at how biodiversity issues are managed, monitored, safeguarded and enhanced by Olympic stakeholders. The review praises areas of success and highlights areas for improvement. 

The review praises the work being done by the ODA to transform the park from a relatively poor environment into a high quality park with a range of habitats. The ODA is committed to developing at least 45 hectares of habitat that can make a contribution to biodiversity in the boroughs surrounding the park.

Shaun McCarthy, chair of the Commission, said: “It is so important that biodiversity is managed properly, as this is the key to ensuring that places provide quality habitats for wildlife and pleasant places for humans.
“The Olympic Park has the potential to be an excellent example of a new natural habitat developed in an urban setting. If we want the park to be another green jewel in London’s crown, the ODA and the legacy owners need to ensure that the ecological longevity of the park is protected and enhanced.”

The review also stresses the importance of protecting the ecology of sites outside the Olympic Park, such as Greenwich Park and the mountain bike course at Hadleigh Farm in Essex. LOCOG have been assessing the ecological impacts of these venues and making plans to mitigate them, along with plans for restoration of habitats after the Games where necessary. How this restoration will be managed when LOCOG have ceased to exist is still being determined. The Commission has recommended that they set out how the post-Games restoration of sites will be assured and resourced.

As the flowers and the medals presented to the athletes will be highly prominent, the Commission recommends that LOCOG demonstrates how it will ensure these flowers and medals can be used as symbols of sustainability at Games-time. 

Key recommendations from the review are included below: 
· ODA to review existing procedures and controls to ensure that habitats and species present on the park are safeguarded, protected and enhanced. 
· That the body or bodies responsible for the Olympic Park in legacy set out and implement clear plans for how the habitat will be maintained, managed and monitored. 
· That LOCOG makes clear how the process for post-Games restoration of sites will be assured and resourced following its dissolution.

· That LOCOG contract management processes include effective assurance at point of delivery to ensure that all timber and timber products adhere to their sustainable sourcing requirements.

· That LOCOG demonstrate how they will ensure that the flowers and medals can be used as symbols of sustainability at Games-time.

The review can be downloaded in PDF format from http://www.cslondon.org/publications/?category=1 
~ends~

About the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012: The aim of the Commission is to provide independent assurance and commentary in order to enable the sustainability objectives of the London 2012 programme to be achieved and to support a sustainable legacy. 

The key goals of the Commission are:

· To provide the Olympic Board and other stakeholders with commentary, supported by objective evidence, to demonstrate whether Key Stakeholders (currently including the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Greater London Authority (GLA Group), the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the British Olympic Association (BOA) have: 

· Robust plans and processes are in place to deliver SD objectives

· Objective evidence that SD Objectives are being achieved

· SD plans and performance to support a sustainable legacy

· To provide a credible point of reference for all stakeholders, with respect to SD assurance issues

The Commission Reviews to the Olympic Board and is funded by DCMS, the GLA Group, LOCOG and the ODA.
The Commission tracks all the recommendations it has made and the latest position on these can be accessed by clicking on the following link: http://www.cslondon.org/recommendations
For more information please visit www.cslondon.org or follow us on Twitter: @assuring2012
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