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News Release

Embargoed until 09.00 24 March 2011
London 2012’s groundbreaking work on inclusion and health should not go to waste, warns independent Commission
The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012’s independent review finds much to praise but little guarantee of a lasting legacy for Londoners
24 March 2011, London, UK: The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012, the independent body established to assure and monitor the sustainability of the London 2012 Games, has today published a review of the approach to inclusion and healthy living across the Olympic programme. 

The review, titled Fit for purpose? examines London 2012’s ambitious commitments to healthy living and inclusion. ‘Inclusion’ covers a range of socio-economic issues such as employment and housing.
The Commission summarises its findings in the review by stating that the level of commitment to healthy living and inclusion is unprecedented. To many people, it may seem obvious that staging the Olympic and Paralympic Games would herald a new era of sports participation, physical fitness and improved health. However, the evidence from past Games reveals that these links are not at all obvious and certainly not automatic. This has not deterred London 2012 nor the many agencies involved in delivering the healthy living programmes outlined in the review. As a consequence, achievements in this area should be truly groundbreaking.  

The Commission finds that the overall work done to promote healthy living and inclusion by the ODA and LOCOG is exemplary. However, the Commission is concerned that it will be impossible to prove whether one of the London 2012 Games’ most ambitious aims has been met: the aim to create a clear link between hosting the Games and improving the health of people living in London. This link has never been proven by a host city before and to be able to do so in London would be an international first. By failing to research current levels of Londoners’ physical activity and general health, there is no baseline from which success can be determined. The Commission sees this as a major lost opportunity.    

The Commission has made 11 key recommendations in the review; of which the most pressing are listed below:

· Greater co-ordination of the healthy living agenda across organisations beyond the London 2012 delivery bodies. The Commission believes that a Health Legacy board should be considered to give more focus and impetus to the healthy living agenda.

· Continued GLA support and resources made available to the Host Borough Unit, which ensures that residents of host boroughs have access to job opportunities through the local job brokerage service. This is a key legacy objective that may not be met without GLA support. 
· Ensure that, in future, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport includes a range of Design Standards pioneered by the ODA that will apply to all future sports or large events facilities. These targets will ensure that facilities are accessible, promote local employment opportunities, and minimise their carbon emissions. 
Shaun McCarthy, Chair of the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012, said: “Health and inclusion issues are closely intertwined – many health outcomes are heavily dependant on social inequalities. We want the 2012 Games to have a knock-on ‘halo’ effect that embraces factors such as employment and participation in sport. This would be a legacy that lasts for years, and would benefit whole families and communities. For this to happen we need to ensure that hard work done by the ODA and LOCOG to date won’t go to waste once the Games are over.”  
The review can be downloaded in PDF format from: 
http://www.cslondon.org/publications/?category=1&did=75 
~ends~

About the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012: The aim of the Commission is to provide independent assurance and commentary in order to enable the sustainability objectives of the London 2012 programme to be achieved and to support a sustainable legacy. 

The key goals of the Commission are:

· To provide the Olympic Board and other stakeholders with commentary, supported by objective evidence, to demonstrate whether Key Stakeholders (currently including the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Greater London Authority (GLA Group), the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the British Olympic Association (BOA) have: 

· Robust plans and processes are in place to deliver SD objectives

· Objective evidence that SD Objectives are being achieved

· SD plans and performance to support a sustainable legacy

· To provide a credible point of reference for all stakeholders, with respect to SD assurance issues

The Commission Reviews to the Olympic Board and is funded by DCMS, the GLA Group, LOCOG and the ODA.
The Commission tracks all the recommendations it has made and the latest position on these can be accessed by clicking on the following link: http://www.cslondon.org/recommendations
For more information please visit www.cslondon.org or follow us on Twitter: @assuring2012
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