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Better provision for walkers and cyclists ‘icing on the cake’

Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 comments on new phase of Games-time 

Active Travel programme 


04 July 2012, London, UK: 

The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 has reviewed the latest phase of London 2012’s Active Travel programme. It finds that the upgrade in provisions for cyclists and walkers, specifically the availability of new route maps and planning tools, will enhance efforts to harness the power of the Games to encourage more walking and cycling. 

The Commission’s review of transport (entitled All change) highlighted that while impressed with the commitment to ensuring 100% of spectators arrive at the Games by public transport or walking and cycling, plans for active travel would require sufficient resourcing. We committed to monitor these plans as they developed. 

We are now pleased to confirm that London 2012 has delivered the resources and tools necessary to make walking and cycling a real option for spectators.  By changing the behaviour of spectators at the Games to more sustainable modes of travel, London 2012 will provide a significant boost to long-term behaviour change in London, as well as for international spectators.

London 2012’s Active Travel programme, developed in conjunction with Transport for London (TfL), aims to get 300,000 spectators travelling to the Games by foot or bicycle, and an extra one million active travel journeys across London over the Olympics and Paralympics. 

In particular, the Commission welcomes the addition of guided walks and cycle rides to the programme, and a clear walking journey planner. The opportunity to accompany more experienced walkers or cyclists will give spectators who might be unsure about cycling or walking in the city the opportunity to experience something new and help them develop awareness of routes available. 

The Commission believes that these tools will leave a positive legacy, contributing to the longer term benefit felt by spectators in continuing to walk and cycling in the future. 

This latest announcement from London 2012 on the new phase also sees new Games-time-specific information added to the Spectator Journey Planner, with further information on how to reach venues independently by bike or on foot. A revised London Cycle Guide on the TfL website is also available for the Olympic Park and surrounding area. 

Shaun McCarthy says: “I’m very happy with this latest phase of the Active Travel programme. It was already shaping up well, but the extra information for walkers and cyclists is really going to help support London 2012’s target, which is to get 100% of spectators arriving by public transport, foot or bike. 

By encouraging and supporting people who want to travel by greener and more healthy means, LOCOG, TfL and the ODA are contributing to a long term legacy of changing behaviour around transport and encouraging the public to become more active.” 

The Commission has previously issued a statement on the Active Travel programme, which called for greater consideration of cycle hire provision. It is available here. 

~ends~

Notes to editors:

Transport Snapshot Review, published June 2010: http://www.cslondon.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2010/06/CSL_Transport_Review.pdf
Original Commission statement on the Active Travel Programme, published 01 December 2011: http://www.cslondon.org/2011/12/commission-statement-on-the-active-travel-programme/ 

Additions to the Active Travel programme include: 

· Cycle parking at every venue 

· Cycle maintenance 
· Guided walks and cycle rides 
· New maps highlighting some of the best ‘off road’ routes in London 
· Easy to use journey planner 
More information can be found via the London 2012 website: www.London2012.com 
About the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012: The aim of the Commission is to provide independent assurance and commentary in order to enable the sustainability objectives of the London 2012 programme to be achieved and to support a sustainable legacy. 

The key goals of the Commission are:

· To provide the Olympic Board and other stakeholders with commentary, supported by objective evidence, to demonstrate whether Key Stakeholders (currently including the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Greater London Authority (GLA Group), the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), the British Olympic Association (BOA) and the British Paralympic Association (BPA) have: 

· Robust plans and processes are in place to deliver SD objectives

· Objective evidence that SD Objectives are being achieved

· SD plans and performance to support a sustainable legacy

· To provide a credible point of reference for all stakeholders, with respect to SD assurance issues

The Commission Reviews to the Olympic Board and is funded by DCMS, the GLA Group, LOCOG and the ODA.

The Commission tracks all the recommendations it has made and the latest position on these can be accessed by clicking on the following link: http://www.cslondon.org/recommendations
For more information please visit www.cslondon.org or follow us on Twitter: @assuring2012
Press contacts:

Helen Fitzhugh and Haifa Varju, Kwittken on behalf of the Commission 

Email: hfitzhugh@kwitco.com or hvarju@kwitco.com 
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